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Editor's Note
We've got a couple of deadlines coming up soon. There is still time to apply for one of the Rural Network Project Visits taking place in March and April, but you'll have to be quick! You've got until 6th February to apply. Also coming up soon is the deadline for your entries to the Winter theme of our Seasons of Rural Scotland photo competition. We've had some superb entries so far, but are looking forward to seeing more! The deadline for this is 28th February. And congratulations go to UHI on becoming the University of the Highlands and Islands this week. Great news!
Last chance to apply for Rural Network Project Visits
There are still a couple of days left to apply for one of five Rural Network Project Visits happening this Spring - from Dunnet Head Educational Trust's wildlife and tourism activity in Caithness, right down to The CatStrand arts and community enterprise in Dumfries and Galloway. But don't let the travelling put you off. The visits are free of charge, with accommodation and meals provided and some support available for travelling expenses. Places are limited and you'll need to apply by 6th February. The project visits are:
         Comrie Development Trust Summary - 4th March
         Dunnet Head Educational Trust Summary - 15th March
         Taste of Arran Summary - 24th March
         Whitsome Ark Summary - 31st March
         The CatStrand Summary - 6th April
Enter our Winter photo competition
The Winter theme of our Seasons of Rural Scotland photo competition will close at the end of the month. We're looking for your photos that reflect rural Scotland at this time of year. Snowy landscapes, snow sports, and festive events could all be subjects for this theme. And don't forget we're also running a competition for young photographers. Those under 18 can send entries for any of our four seasonal themes before the end of August. Send your photos to editor@ruralgateway.org.uk. You can get more details, including Terms and Conditions, on our Photo Competition page.
Scotland's forests protected
Scottish Government Environment and Climate Change Minister Roseanna Cunningham has said that UK Government proposals to sell off national forest land in England do not stretch to Scotland. She said she wanted to make it clear that there are no plans to sell off Scotland's national forests. However, the Scottish Wildlife Trust have said the proposals for England are a threat to Scotland's forests. You can find out more in 

Government" 
Scotland's forests protected say Scottish Government
. The issue has featured heavily in the media in the past few days and is currently the focus of a UK Government consultation. What do you think? Let us know by adding a comment.
UHI achieves University status
This week the UHI Millenium Institute became the University of the Highlands and Islands. Nathan Shields, University of the Highlands and Islands Students’ Association president, said, “This is a landmark day for the Highlands and Islands; especially for our young people who no longer have to leave the region if they want to go to university. They now have a choice." You can find out more in 

as UHI becomes University of the Highlands and Islands" 
Landmark day as UHI becomes University of the Highlands and Islands
. What do you think about the new university? Do you study at UHI, or are you planning to? You can share your views by adding a comment to the article.
The Gathering is fast approaching
Over 3,000 visitors will attend Scotland's voluntary sector fair this year. 

website" 
The Gathering
 takes place on 23rd and 24th February at the Edinburgh International Conference Centre. It's the largest event of its type in the UK, and it's free to attend. The Scottish Council for Voluntary Organisations' Rural Team will have a stand in the exhibition area, where you can find out more about Rural Direct, the Scotland National Rural Network website and regional events. We're looking forward to seeing some of you there! There are also a few last minute exhibitor spaces left. If you're interested, contact event organisers as soon as possible. You can get more information in 

approaching" 
Third sector Gathering fast approaching
.
Focus on community retailing
Over the coming weeks we'll be focussing on community-owned shops by bringing you news and information from across the country with the help of the Community Retailing Network. The Plunkett Foundation has recently published a report on community-owned shops, the development of the sector and its health and wealth today. You can find out more in Focus on community retailing. Look out for more news and case studies coming to the website soon.
Social Enterprise Academy Celebration event
The achievements of almost 600 enterprising people from the Highlands and Islands will be celebrated at a Social Enterprise Academy event at Strathpeffer Pavilion on 11th February. You can find out more in 

entrepreneurs" 
Celebration of Highlands and Islands social entrepreneurs
.
Calling all rural business women
Lantra are holding a series of events over the coming weeks for rural business women. Women entrepeneurs in agriculture and forestry can develop their business and leadership skills through the Business Skills for Rural Business Women project. At these free events you can speak with business women, and see how they've developed their skills through this programme. Each event features a guest speaker. Click on the links below to get more information on each event:
         21st February - Urr Valley Hotel, Castle Douglas - 7-9pm - 

calendar" 
More details

         22nd February - Raploch Campus, Stirling - 6.30-8.30pm 

calendar" 
More details

         23rd February - Dowhill Country Fayre & Restaurant - 4.30-6.30pm 

details in calendar" 
More details

         24th February - The Green Hotel, Kinross - 7-9pm 

calendar" 
More details

         26th February - Corran Halls, Oban - 11.30am - 1.30pm 

calendar" 
More details

         5th March - The George Hotel, Inveraray - 11.30am - 1.30pm 

calendar" 
More details

Live off the gas network? Consumer Focus needs your help
If you live off the gas network and have comments to make on high heating oil prices and other issues related to the off-grid energy market, then Consumer Focus Scotland want to hear from you. You can share your views and experiences in our 

off-grid energy market" 
Discussion Forum
. Consumer Focus are also looking for home-based volunteers in rural areas to become part of their Consumer Network. You can find out more on our 

Network Bulletin Notice" 
Bulletin Board
.
Transnational folk music project seeks partners
A Finnish LEADER Local Action Group (Living Kainuu Leader ry.) together with folk music research unit Runosong Academy and folk music festival Sommelo are looking for partners for a transnational developing project, which is provisionally called European Oral Singing Cultures. Find out more in 

singing project" 
Partners sought for transnational oral singing project
.
Camas Centre events
Two events from the Camas Centre on the Isle of Mull have recently been added to our Events Calendar. The 

Gardening Week in Calendar" 
Spring Gardening Week
 takes place from 2nd - 6th May, while the 

events calendar" 
Exploring Creation
 event takes place from 24th - 30th September.
Your news in this newsletter
Remember, as a registered user of the website you can add your own content directly to the site including news, bulletin board postings, forum topics and events. You can find step by step instructions on how to add your content on the aptly named How to add content page. Content added will be included in the weekly newsletter which goes out to thousands of people across rural Scotland and beyond.
Follow us on Twitter and like us on Facebook
If you want to keep up with the latest news from the Rural Network then follow @SNRNwebsite on Twitter. And you can also 'like' the Scottish National Rural Network page on Facebook.
Unsubscribe from this newsletter
