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Insp Julie McLeish Sgt Mike Wood Pc Jeremy Moore Pc Andy Simpson Pc Emma Campbell
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       Pc Stuart Johnston    Pc Danny McBeth   Pc Iain Young   Pc Alison Simpson 
             Appin                         Connel               Dalmally                Taynuilt
The festive season saw a number of disorderly incidents but on the whole the local community enjoyed the celebrations.  As we progress into 2011 we are now looking forwards to the numerous other events such as the Mull rally, the Mull music festival, the 6 day orienteering event in August and the various games and shows to name but a few. 
Once again the weather continues to challenge Oban police.  Just into the New Year on 03 January 2011, severe weather caused vehicles to become stranded and leave the road on the A85 at Strone Hill and local officers were recalled to duty to deal with this.  With the combined efforts of the officers and the gritters who were quickly on the scene and remained there for some time until the road was passable, every vehicle was recovered and able to continue on their journey with no persons injured in the various bumps and incidents along the way. Similarly on 08 January 2011 heavy snowfall caused the town centre to come to a halt and despite the best efforts of all agencies concerned a number of motorists had no choice but to leave their cars in the town centre and continue their journeys on the following day when the weather had improved.
One incident that could have been easily avoided occurred on 25 January 2011 when Dalmally residents raised the alarm about 0830 after a distress flare was seen above the hills towards Stronmilchan and police resources attended the scene and commenced local enquiries.  The police helicopter commenced an arial search and Oban Mountain Rescue team were on standby to attend when around 1130 the person who set off the flare was traced and confirmed it had been done as a ‘test run’ and they hadn’t thought to notify the police or any other relevant authority.  Considerable time, effort and cost was incurred due to this incident as well as the concern caused to the local community.  With the cooperation of the local media a message has been sent out highlighting that the police should be contacted prior to any flare being activated which is not being done in an emergency situation to try and heighten awareness and prevent such incidents from occurring.
Oban remains in the fortunate position of being fully resourced and everyone is looking forward to the commencement of the new working shift pattern on 21 February 2011.  The current shift pilot was reviewed in October 2010 and whilst it was found to have some benefits, there were also a number of issues raised and after consultation with all officers it was agreed that police officers across Argyll would transfer on to the same shift working pattern as the rest of the Force so this is a time of change for everyone.

It is very important that we are continually building links with all sections of the community and it is hoped to set up a diversity based group which would include people of varying ages, gender, sexuality, race, religion and disabilities who would meet with us regularly at Oban police office to discuss current issues and concerns they may hold.  If there is any individual or group in the community  you are aware of who would be interested in joining our diversity consultation group, please ask them to contact myself, Inspector Julie McLeish at Oban Police office for a chat initially and  they are welcome to call in to the office or phone the main contact number which is 01631 510500. 

 Alternatively our community e mail addresses are:-

ObanSouthandtheIslesCommunityPolicingTeam@strathclyde.pnn.police.uk
ObanNorthandLornCommunityPolicingTeam@strathclyde.pnn.police.uk
if any one wishes to contact their local community team.

